Tuesday, March 17, 2009

Summer Leigh Neighbors,

Over the past several months’ things have been changing and happening and we need to be reminded of several things that help to make this a great place to live. 

Changes:      First let me direct all of us to the Summer Leigh Website, summerleighga.com check it out. It is designed just for Summer Leigh and its residents. You will need a password to enter the message board. This is for security and privacy reasons so please get in touch with Justin to receive your code so that you can use the message board to communicate with your neighbors. You can reach Justin through the website. This will be a departure from the flyers in the mailboxes. If you want to know what is going on in the neighborhood you now need to go to the website for up to date information. The Board will no longer send out flyers unless it is absolutely necessary. We are continuously picking up the unclaimed ones out of the street.

Happenings:  Crime Is Up!  In the past month there have been two break-ins in our neighborhood. I’m a little stressed about this. This is a negative trend that needs your involvement. Don’t ignore this trend, because, frankly, if you are not careful by not securing your property every time you leave, you could be setting yourself up as the next victim. I don’t want that for you, and neither do your neighbors. There is no magic formula to deter crime; rather it does take all of us as neighbors to help each other. The biggest problems with our homes are our garage door openers. They don’t allow us to get out to talk to our neighbors when we get home in the evening. Rather they allow us to pull in our homes and shut out the people around us, disabling us from getting to know the people around us. Getting to know your neighbors can only help you.

Suspicious Activities?  Call 911 immediately! Don’t wait be proactive rather than reactive. That’s why the Police serve us.

Home Alarms: Most of our homes are wired for alarm systems. We have several different systems represented in the neighborhood. Let me encourage you to get yours hooked up. 

Basketball Courts: By now most of you have noticed or heard we have removed the goals at the basketball court up by the clubhouse. We have families living right next to this area who have expressed concerns over the fact that those who were coming in there, were not from our neighborhood, were relieving themselves up against the fence, as well as throwing rocks at the children playing in there own yards who were not bothering anyone. I am for our people using this area, but it’s appalling that children can’t play in their own yard without being concerned about people hurling rocks at them. Unfortunately, for a little while longer we need to keep this area closed. We will update you, the neighborhood, through the website when the court will open again.

Pool Opening:  Please note this is a little later than normal, we have tried to open in mid to late April. We looked at when usage truly starts to pick up, and also married that with the increase in usage. Also most communities around here don’t open until Memorial Day Weekend. With that in mind, we are targeting Friday, May 1, 2009 as our pool Opening Day and will close it for the season Sunday, September 13, 2009. Please mark these dates on your calendars and thank you in advance for your understanding and flexibility. 

***House Keeping Chores & Things We All Need to Be Reminded About!***
Parking On The Streets and Vehicles That Appear To Not Be Running:  If there is one complaint that I receive more than any other one, this ranks as the most repeat offense as it applies to our neighborhood: vehicles parked in the yard without plates or non- operative.

Per the Henry County Zoning Commission which works with and supercedes our covenants on certain issues.
First as it applies towards cars & trucks parked in your driveways: (Copied from the Henry County Zoning Website)
Sec. 3-7-98.  Parking and storage of commercial vehicles.

Parking, storing, or maintaining any commercial vehicle is prohibited in all residential subdivisions, and in all residential zoning districts except RA.

(Ord. No. 90-08, 9-19-90; Ord. No. 98-04, § 2, 2-17-98)


Sec. 3-7-99.  Abandoned, wrecked, or junked vehicles.

Parking or storing abandoned, wrecked or junked vehicles, power-driven construction equipment, lumber, metal, or any other miscellaneous scrap or salvageable material in all residential zoning districts is prohibited. For the purposes of this subsection, an abandoned vehicle shall mean a vehicle without a current state license plate, and/or a nonoperable vehicle.

(Ord. No. 87-23, 12-15-87; Ord. No. 90-09, 9-19-90)

Per our covenants which state:

6.22   Adequate off street parking shall be provided by the owners of each lot for the parking of automobiles and other vehicles, including , without limitation, unlicensed  vehicles.  No owner shall park his automobile, boat or other vehicle on the streets of the subdivision as a matter of course. In addition, no commercial trucks or other commercial vehicles shall be stored on any lot or street except while parked in an enclosed garage.

7.4 Zoning and Private Restrictions. None of the covenants, restrictions or easements created or imposed by this Declaration shall be construed as permitting any action prohibited by applicable zoning laws, or by the laws, rules or regulation of any governmental body. In the event of any conflict between such laws, rules or regulations and the covenants, restrictions and easements created or imposed by this Declaration, the most restrictive provision shall govern and control. 

There are other items that have been brought to the Boards attention that I will simply put before you for your review. These are items or events that have been brought to the Board and or the Architectural Control Committee. Please read and understand these are covenants that we all agreed to when we all purchased or became renters in Summer Leigh and is not meant to ostracize anyone , but rather remind us all of what we agreed to when we moved in. 

**Offensive Activities**
Offensive Activities

 No noxious, offensive or illegal activities shall be carried on upon any Lot, nor shall anything be done thereon which is or may become any annoyance or nuisance to the Owners.
Air Conditioning Window Units

Aesthetics and Screening. No plumbing vents shall be visible from the street on which the house is fronting and no heating vent shall protrude on the front side of any roof. No window air conditioning units shall be visible from any street.
**Satellite Dishes visible from the street**
Antennae 
No radio or television transmission or reception towers or antennae shall be erected on any Lot other than customary antennae which do not exceed ten (10) feet in height above the roof-ridge line of any house, unless approved in writing by the Architectural Control Committee. In no event shall free standing transmission or receiving towers be permitted. Satellite dish antennae shall be permitted on a Lot provided they are not in sight-distance of any street.
**Your Trash Can (interpretation: place your trash in your garage or in your back yard after collection day)
If rubbish, garbage, or any other form of waste is being disposed of by being collected on a regular and recurring basis, sanitary containers may be placed in the open on any day that a pick-up is to be made, in order to provide access to persons making such a pick-up. At all other times such containers shall be installed underground or screened or enclosed in the manner set forth in the Design Standards. Guidelines relating to the type of containers permitted, the manner of storage and the place of pickup may also be included in the Design Standards.
** Portable Basketball Goals & Sports Equipment**
Recreational Equipment 
Recreational and playground equipment placed or installed on any Lot shall be located only behind the residence a such residence fronts on a street.

Again this is a reminder to all of us not just a few. Please review these standards as well as others at the Summer Leigh website @ summerleighga.com under covenants.

Home Owners Association Fees! 

Thank you for so many of you who are going the extra mile during these tough economic times to still make sure your dues are promptly paid. I know it’s tough, but it’s called budgeting, and we all have to do. We also now accept credit card payments. Please contact Angel Gabrielson if you would like to pay your dues by credit card. The Board simply wants to say THANK YOU for your promptness in taking care of your Association Fees.

Yard Of The Month Returns!

Summer Leigh yard of the month returns in April. The Architectural Board will be awarding this honor monthly. 

Yard Aeration! 

Yard aeration will be available Saturday March 28,2009. Cost is 20.00 per yard. Roger is doing this as a service to the neighbors if your interested please call him @ 770-474-4714 leave your phone number and address. Only cash will be accepted for this service. Payment due when services are rendered.

Remember the goal in this reminder is not to offend. Rather it is a reminder us all of things that have been noticed and need our attention as neighbors. Please receive as only that and give these issues your immediate attention as needed. We still have neighbors trying to sell homes as well as people looking for homes. We want to give a great impression and a reason for people to say, “Summer Leigh is a great place to call home.” 

Have A Great Day,

Summer Leigh Home Owners Association Board

